VISITS  TO  THE TRIBES  AND  THE  HRST  PEACE   CONFERENCE IN SEIYUN

breach or violation done by any of the tribes and propose to inform
His Britannic Majesty's Government of such violations.

Sd. SULTAN SALIH BIN GHAUB.
SULTAN 'An BIN MANSUR.

We all took away copies of the draft document to study, and met
again tie next morning at the Sultan's summer palace of 9Izz ad Din. At
that meeting the first item on the agenda was the drawing up of the form of
truce which was to be signed. I had agreed that this should follow the
usual outlines of a Hadhrami truce document, and most of the argument
that took place arose from my resistance of the proposal that my name should
also be included in the document with those of the Sultans. It would in
many ways have been better if I could have agreed to it, for the Arab as a
rule has little use for abstractions and always prefers individuals. However
I agreed in the end to the preamble starting "Whereas His Brittannic
Majesty's Government desire peace in the Hadhramaut," .

When die terms of this document were settled, Salim bin Ja'fer and
the Sultan astonished me by raising the question of what form the announce-
ment of the result of our meeting should take. I reflected that the
Hadhramaut had little to learn from European Chancelleries in these matters.
Indeed, the draft of the Peace Board Notification of the previous night,
which we had slept on and agreed to that morning, was passed round to be
initialled by all those present. Finally a communique* in the following
terms was drawn up:                                  '* '

"It is understood that at meetings held in Sultan 'Ali bin Mansur*s
palace at Seiyun, at which were present Sultan 'Ali bin Mansur the
Kathiri Sultan, Mr. Ingrams the First Political Officer, Sultan 'Ali bin
Salah representative, of Sultan Salih bin Ghalib at Shibam/Seiyid
Bubakr bin Sheikh Al Kaf, Sheikh SaKm bin Ja'fer al Katbiri, and
Sultan 'Abdulla bin Muhsin al Kathiri, it was decided- to recommend "
to the tribes of Hadhramaut a three years* general truce, and the setting
up of a Board to deal with their disputes."

When this had been corrected and discussed down to the last comma,
it was taken into the general Kiajlis next door wl|ere the elite of Seiyuu sat
drinking tea, and published by being read to them, for Seiyun as yet .does
not boast any newspapers. Copies were then made and sent off by special
messengers to the various important tribes and tribal leaders of
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